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Point Latitude Longitude 

ETAA2 ............................... 38°10′ N 74°20′ W 
ETAA3 ............................... 38°10′ N 73°30′ W 
ETAA4 ............................... 38°50′ N 73°30′ W 
ETAA1 ............................... 38°50′ N 74°20′ W 

(b) Hudson Canyon Closed Area. No 
vessel may fish for scallops in, or pos-
sess or land scallops from, the area 
known as the Hudson Canyon Closed 
Area. No vessel may possess scallops in 
the Hudson Canyon Closed Area, unless 
such vessel is only transiting the area 
as provided in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion. The Hudson Canyon Closed Area 
is defined by straight lines connecting 
the following points in the order stated 
(copies of a chart depicting this area 
are available from the Regional Ad-
ministrator upon request): 

Point Latitude Longitude 

H1 .............. 39°30′ N. 73°10′ W. 
H2 .............. 39°30′ N. 72°30′ W. 
H3 .............. 38°30′ N. 73°30′ W. 
H4 .............. 38°50′ N. 73°30′ W. 
H5 .............. 38°50′ N. 73°42′ W. 
H1 .............. 39°30′ N. 73°10′ W. 

(c) Transiting. No vessel possessing 
scallops may enter or be in the area(s) 
specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of 
this section unless the vessel is 
transiting the area and the vessel’s 
fishing gear is stowed and not available 
for immediate use as defined in § 648.2, 
or there is a compelling safety reason 
to be in such areas. 

(d) Vessels fishing for species other than 
scallops. A vessel may fish for species 
other than scallops within the closed 
areas specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) 
of this section as allowed in this part, 
provided the vessel does not fish for, 
catch, or retain scallops or intend to 

fish for, catch, or retain scallops. Dec-
laration through VMS that the vessel 
is fishing in the general category scal-
lop fishery is deemed to be an intent to 
fish for, catch, or retain scallops. 

[71 FR 33228, June 8, 2006, as amended at 72 
FR 72629, Dec. 21, 2007; 73 FR 30807, May 29, 
2008; 75 FR 36571, June 28, 2010; 76 FR 31494, 
June 1, 2011; 76 FR 43791, Aug. 2, 2011; 77 FR 
28314, May 14, 2012; 78 FR 27104, May 9, 2013; 
78 FR 27104, May 9, 2013; 79 FR 34262, June 16, 
2014; 79 FR 52580, Sept. 4, 2014] 

§ 648.59 Sea Scallop Access Areas. 
(a) [Reserved] 
(b) Closed Area I Access Area—(1) 

From March 1, 2014, through February 
29, 2016 (i.e., fishing year 2014 and 2015), 
vessels issued scallop permits may not 
fish for, possess, or land scallops in or 
from, the area known as the Closed 
Area I Access Area, described in para-
graph (b)(3) of this section, unless 
transiting pursuant to paragraph (f) of 
this section. Vessels issued both a NE 
Multispecies permit and an LAGC scal-
lop permit may fish in an approved 
SAP under § 648.85 and under multispe-
cies DAS in the scallop access area, 
provided they comply with restrictions 
in paragraph (b)(5)(ii)(C) of this sec-
tion. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(3) The Closed Area I Access Area is 

defined by straight lines connecting 
the following points in the order stated 
(copies of a chart depicting this area 
are available from the Regional Ad-
ministrator upon request), and so that 
the line connecting points CAIA3 and 
CAIA4 is the same as the portion of the 
western boundary line of Closed Area I, 
defined in § 648.81(a)(1), that lies be-
tween points CAIA3 and CAIA4: 

Point Latitude Longitude Note 

CAIA1 ............................................................................ 41°26′ N. 68°30′ W. 
CAIA2 ............................................................................ 40°58′ N. 68°30′ W. 
CAIA3 ............................................................................ 40°54.95′ N. 68°53.37′ W. (1) 
CAIA4 ............................................................................ 41°04.32′ N. 69°01.27′ W. (1) 
CAIA1 ............................................................................ 41°26′ N. 68°30′ W. 

1 From Point CAIA3 to Point CAIA4 along the western boundary of Closed Area I, defined in § 648.81(a)(1). 

(4) [Reserved] 
(c) Closed Area II Access Area—(1) 

From March 1, 2014, through February 
28, 2015 (i.e., fishing year 2014), subject 
to the seasonal restrictions specified in 

paragraph (c)(4) of this section, a vessel 
issued a scallop permit may not fish 
for, possess, or land scallops in or from 
the area known as the Closed Area II 
Sea Scallop Access Area, described in 
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paragraph (c)(3) of this section, unless 
the vessel is participating in, and com-
plies with the requirements of, the area 
access program described in § 648.60. 

(2) From March 1, 2015, through Feb-
ruary 29, 2016 (i.e., fishing year 2015), 
unless fishing a 2014 fishing year com-
pensation trip, as specified in 
§ 648.60(c)(5)(v), a vessel issued scallop 
permit may not fish for, possess, or 
land scallops in or from, the area 
known as the Closed Area II Access 
Area, described in paragraph (c)(3) of 
this section, unless transiting pursuant 
to paragraph (f) of this section, a vessel 

issued both a NE Multispecies permit 
and an LAGC scallop permit may not 
fish in an approved SAP under § 648.85 
and under multispecies DAS in the 
scallop access area, unless it complies 
with restrictions in paragraph 
(c)(5)(ii)(C) of this section. 

(3) The Closed Area II Sea Scallop 
Access Area is defined by straight 
lines, except where noted, connecting 
the following points in the order stated 
(copies of a chart depicting this area 
are available from the Regional Ad-
ministrator upon request): 

Point Latitude Longitude Note 

CAIIA1 ........................................................................... 41°00′ N. 67°20′ W. 
CAIIA2 ........................................................................... 41°00′ N. 66°35.8′ W. 
CAIIA3 ........................................................................... 41°18.6′ N. (1) (2) 
CAIIA4 ........................................................................... 41°30′ N. (3) (2) 
CAIIA5 ........................................................................... 41°30′ N. 67°20′ W. 
CAIIA1 ........................................................................... 41°00′ N. 67°20′ W. 

1 The intersection of 41°18.6 N. lat. and the U.S.-Canada Maritime Boundary, approximately 41°18.6′ N. lat. and 66°25.01′ W. 
long. 

2 From Point CAIIA3 connected to Point CAIIA4 along the U.S.-Canada Maritime Boundary. 
3 The intersection of 41°30′ N. lat. and the U.S.-Canada Maritime Boundary, approximately 41°30′ N. lat., 66°34.73′ W. long. 

(4) Season. A vessel issued a scallop 
permit may not fish for, possess, or 
land scallops in or from the area 
known as the Closed Area II Sea Scal-
lop Access Area, described in paragraph 
(c)(3) of this section, during the period 
of August 15 through November 15 of 
each year the Closed Area II Access 
Area is open to scallop vessels, unless 
transiting pursuant to paragraph (f) of 
this section. 

(d) Nantucket Lightship Access Area— 
(1) From March 1, 2014, through Feb-
ruary 28, 2015 (i.e., fishing year 2014), a 
vessel issued a scallop permit may not 
fish for, possess, or land scallops in or 
from the area known as the Nantucket 
Lightship Sea Scallop Access Area, de-
scribed in paragraph (d)(3) of this sec-
tion, unless the vessel is participating 
in, and complies with the requirements 
of, the area access program described 
in § 648.60. 

(2) From March 1, 2015, through Feb-
ruary 29, 2016 (i.e., fishing year 2015), 
unless fishing a 2014 fishing year com-
pensation trip, as specified in 
§ 648.60(c)(5)(v), a vessel issued scallop 
permits may not fish for, possess, or 
land scallops in or from the area 
known as the Nantucket Lightship Ac-
cess Area, described in paragraph (d)(3) 

of this section, unless transiting pursu-
ant to paragraph (f) of this section. A 
vessel issued both a NE multispecies 
permit and an LAGC scallop permit 
may not fish in an approved SAP under 
§ 648.85 and under multispecies DAS in 
the scallop access area, unless it com-
plies with restrictions in paragraph 
(d)(5)(ii)(C) of this section. 

(3) The Nantucket Lightship Sea 
Scallop Access Area is defined by 
straight lines connecting the following 
points in the order stated (copies of a 
chart depicting this area are available 
from the Regional Administrator upon 
request): 

Point Latitude Longitude 

NLAA1 ...................... 40°50′ N. 69°30′ W. 
NLAA2 ...................... 40°50′ N. 69°00′ W. 
NLAA3 ...................... 40°20′ N. 69°00′ W. 
NLAA4 ...................... 40°20′ N. 69°30′ W. 
NLAA1 ...................... 40°50′ N. 69°30′ W. 

(4) [Reserved] 
(e) Delmarva Sea Scallop Access Area. 

(1) Beginning June 16, 2014 and until 
September 15, 2014, a vessel issued a 
scallop permit may not fish for, pos-
sess, or land scallops in or from the 
area known as the Delmarva Sea Scal-
lop Access Area, described in paragraph 
(e)(3) of this section, unless the vessel 
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is participating in, and complies with 
the requirements of, the area access 
program described in § 648.60. 

(2) From March 1, 2015, through Feb-
ruary 29, 2016 (i.e., fishing year 2015), 
unless fishing a 2014 fishing year com-
pensation trip, as specified in 
§ 648.60(c)(5)(v), a vessel issued scallop 
permits may not fish for, possess, or 
land scallops in or from the area 
known as the Hudson Canyon Access 
Area, described in paragraph (e)(3) of 
this section, unless transiting pursuant 
to paragraph (f) of this section. 

(3) The Delmarva Sea Scallop Access 
Area is defined by straight lines con-
necting the following points in the 
order stated (copies of a chart depict-
ing this area are available from the Re-
gional Administrator upon request): 

Point Latitude Longitude 

DMV1 ....................... 38°10′ N. 74°50′ W. 
DMV2 ....................... 38°10′ N. 74°00′ W. 
DMV3 ....................... 37°15′ N. 74°00′ W. 
DMV4 ....................... 37°15′ N. 74°50′ W. 
DMV1 ....................... 38°10′ N. 74°50′ W. 

(f) Transiting. A sea scallop vessel 
that has not declared a trip into the 
Sea Scallop Area Access Program may 
enter the Sea Scallop Access Areas de-
scribed in paragraphs (a), (b), (d), and 
(e), of this section, and possess scallops 
not caught in the Sea Scallop Access 
Areas, for transiting purposes only, 
provided the vessel’s fishing gear is 
stowed and not available for immediate 
use as defined in § 648.2. A scallop vessel 
that has declared a trip into the Sea 
Scallop Area Access Program may 
transit a Scallop Access Area while 
steaming to or from another Scallop 
Access Area, provided the vessel’s fish-
ing gear is stowed and not available for 
immediate use as defined in § 648.2, or 
there is a compelling safety reason to 
be in such areas without such gear 
being stowed. A vessel may only tran-
sit the Closed Area II Access Area, as 
described in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion, if there is a compelling safety 
reason for transiting the area and the 
vessel’s fishing gear is stowed and not 
available for immediate use as defined 
in § 648.2. 

[78 FR 27104, May 9, 2013, as amended at 79 
FR 34262, June 16, 2014] 

§ 648.60 Sea scallop access area pro-
gram requirements. 

(a) A limited access scallop vessel 
may only fish in the Sea Scallop Ac-
cess Areas specified in § 648.59, subject 
to the seasonal restrictions specified in 
§ 648.59, provided the vessel complies 
with the requirements specified in 
paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(9), and (b) 
through (f) of this section. An LAGC 
scallop vessel may fish in the Sea Scal-
lop Access Areas specified in § 648.59, 
subject to the seasonal restrictions 
specified in § 648.59, provided the vessel 
complies with the requirements speci-
fied in paragraph (g) of this section. 

(1) VMS. Each vessel participating in 
the Sea Scallop Access Area Program 
must have installed on board an oper-
ational VMS unit that meets the min-
imum performance criteria specified in 
§§ 648.9 and 648.10, and paragraph (e) of 
this section. 

(2) Vessels participating in the Sea 
Scallop Access Area Program must 
comply with the trip declaration re-
quirements specified in § 648.10(f) and 
vessel notification requirements speci-
fied in § 648.11(g) for observer deploy-
ment. 

(3) Number of Sea Scallop Access Area 
trips—(i) Limited access vessel trips. (A) 
Except as provided in paragraph (c) of 
this section, paragraphs (a)(3)(i)(B) 
through (E) of this section specify the 
total number of trips that a limited ac-
cess scallop vessel may take into Sea 
Scallop Access Areas during applicable 
seasons specified in § 648.59. The num-
ber of trips per vessel in any one Sea 
Scallop Access Area may not exceed 
the maximum number of trips allo-
cated for such Sea Scallop Access Area, 
unless the vessel owner has exchanged 
a trip with another vessel owner for an 
additional Sea Scallop Access Area 
trip, as specified in paragraph (a)(3)(ii) 
of this section, or has been allocated a 
compensation trip pursuant to para-
graph (c) of this section. No access area 
trips are allocated for fishing year 2015. 

(B) Full-time scallop vessels. In fishing 
year 2014, each full-time vessel shall 
have a total of two access area trips, 
including one trip in the Delmarva Ac-
cess Area and one trip in either Closed 
Area II Access Area or the Nantucket 
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